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memory as a means of learning anything. Step "by
step tuition lias shrunk from the vital and practical
in these, as in many other matters, to the formal,
timid, and difficult. We would like to have great
scholars, great results, and great general information,
and we employ the pettiest means to pursue them.
"We are like the Indian who believed that the earth
rested on a tortoise, but what the tortoise rested on
he did not know. We are aware that knowledge is
"based on study, but that study itself could have a
foundation is not dreamed of in our philosophy.

This training children to very great thoroughness
in the beginning, or to absolute exactness and perfec-
tion in the acquisition of lessons, with no regard at
first as to acquiring mere knowledge, would be a little
more difficult for the teacher at the beginning, and
a great deal easier for him long befoie the end It
seems to me that to make a pupil try to acquire the
art of memory and knowledge at the same time with
it is very much like the current error of making $
student learn to pronounce a language, acquire its
form, and learn a new handwriting to put it in all at
once Dr. SCHUEMANN, the archaeologist and dis-
coverer, who is at the same time a remarkable linguist,
says that the only way to acquire a language rapidly
and perfectly is to learn the pronunciation perfectly
before attempting anything else. I never knew of
but one person who acquired French " like a native "
after twenty-five years of age In this case it was
effected by studying the pronunciation and nothing
else for many weeks at the beginning. Om tiling at
a time, and that thing perfectly, is the golden rule of
learning.